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Diversity, simply put, means differences.  Ways 
people can be diverse/different include how they 
identify themselves:  age, language, culture, religion, 
disabilities, race or ethnicity, and appearance. 

Diversity is important because input from people of 
different backgrounds and experiences helps create 
broader solutions.  It helps us become global citizens 
since it gives us opportunities to engage with people 
of other cultures and perspectives. Increasing our 
opportunities to talk with people of many different 
experiences helps us recognize what we have in 
common and respect our differences. 

Hello, Orca families! 
 
This month we are 

.  We kicked off our celebration 
during this week’s Wednesday morning assembly.  All  
month long, library lessons and Messages from Meredith 
Hill will spotlight stories about diversity.  We encourage 
everyone to celebrate by reading, reading, and more     
reading!  Find tips here for parents to help their young 
readers at home. 

Book Spotlight 
 
Your Name is a Song 
by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow  
 
Our names are an important part of our identity.  
It can affect how we feel when people             
mispronounce or don’t seem to want to learn how 
to say them.  That’s what happens to the main 
character in the story, Y our Name is a Song, but 
her mom gives her a strategy to use to help others 
say her name the right way.  You can watch a read
-aloud of the story here. 
 
Can you and your child think of some ways to 
teach others how to say your names?  Some ideas 
are: 
 Think of some words that rhyme with your 

name.  “My name sounds like _____.” 
 Break up your name into syllables and clap 

them out. 
 
If you’re not sure how to say someone’s name, 
you could politely ask them to say it so you can 
write it down in a way to help you remember.  
You might need to practice saying it.  Can you 
think of other ways to  help you learn how to   
pronounce new names? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Your kids can have fun with their name in art!  They 
can try this activity to write their name on paper and 
transform it with writing and coloring tools and their 
creative imaginations!  Can you tell whose name is 
in the photo of the name art above? 

Clipart used in this newsletter is from http://clipart-library.com 

 

“We all should know that diversity makes 

for a rich  tapestry, and we must understand 
that all the threads of the tapestry are equal 
in value no matter what their color.” 

— Maya Angelou 

https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/tools-tips/tips-reading-young-school-age-children
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=va332OLAvbU
https://www.happyfamilyart.com/art-lessons/learn-to-draw/fun-name-art/

